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ness   of   many   Burmaiis   even   to   receive   back  the  400,000
Indians   who  fled before  the  advancing Japanese  in  1942__
many of whom now wish to return to the land of their
adoption. Many observers believe that large-scale Indian
immigration is essential to the rehabilitation of Burma, but
reasons are given in chapter xxi for doubting if Indian immi-
gration is actually essential to Burma's economic life, although
it has admittedly played an important part in the past.
Indians controlled more than half of Burma's rice exports,
and were important in the export of several other commodities,
as well as being* the leading" importers of most items. They
owned many sawmills, rice mills, and miscellaneous but im-
portant factories like those manufacturing matches, soap, and
knit goods. Over half the Indian population remained in
Burma, however, and seem to have retained a fairly important
place in the economic life of Rangoon in particular. The war
has undoubtedly awakened many Burmans to the necessity of
taking" a more active part in their country's industry and trade,
with the result that Indians will find more competition in all
walks of life than before the war.
Although Burma and India have a long land frontier, and
although the Lcclo or Stilwell Road and the Imphal Road con-
nected them during the war, it seems likely that for a long time
to come the only important traffic between the two countries"
will be !>y sea.
RELATIONS WITH CHINA
As  Burma and  China are  "back to back''  with difficult
mountains between their more well-developed sections, trade
across the land frontier has never been large, although It is
many centuries old. The only partial exception was 1939-41
when the Burma Road carried fairly large quantities of war
materials and other goods to beleaguered China. Traffic by sea
was ordinarily more important than land trade, but as that
journey was a long one, via Singapore, Sino-Burmese trade
was seldom large.
It seems likely that a large share of Sino-Burmese trade